THREE  CRISES  PUT  THE  REPUBLIC  IN JEOPARDY

bogy of the bourgeoisie. Jaures was able to make his party understand
that the Republic was in clanger and that its duty was to man the guns;
the whole Left joined forces around "Waldeck-Rousseau. The Court of
Appeals, with all its sections sitting jointly, reversed the 1894 decision
and remanded Dreyfus to the Rennes court-martial. This second de-
cision, so eagerly awaited, was nonsense. Dreyfus was found guilty by
five votes to two, but with extenuating circumstances. The decision
enraged the Dreyfus faction. "When, to calm the high feelings, Loubet
offered Dreyfus his pardon, Dreyfus's adherents hoped that he would
refuse, but Dreyfus and his family accepted. Ga.lli.fet announced: 'The
incident is closed.' But it was not. In 1906 the second decision was to be
annulled by the Court of Appeal, Dreyfus was to be restored to his rank
and then promoted and decorated, and Picquart was to be made a general
and Minister of War.

But this did not constitute the true Dreyfus revolution. Dreyfus had
long since ceased to interest his partisans, who had reached the conclusion
that, had he been a member of the court-martial, he would have found
himself guilty as a matter of discipline. Charles Pe*guy, who had so
ardently championed justice in the Cdkiers de fa Quinzaine, sadly measured
the gap which, after the victory, separated the idealists from the politi-
cians in the party. The politicians rejoiced at the votes they had won
back, at the atonement they had obtained; the idealists grieved for the
purity of their struggle. Waldeck-Rousseau and his successor, Emile
Combes, above all strove to prevent the recurrence of such offensives
against the Republic; unruly soldiers and rebellious monks had for several
years dominated the Government. There was no need to go outside
the monarchy's own arsenal to discover weapons with which to hold
the religious orders in check, yet a law was voted to expel all those not
'authorized'. It became an excuse for pillage by unscrupulous liquidators,
and the 'billion-franc' resources of the religious houses melted away in
a golden haze. Combes, a politician from the provinces, utterly imper-
vious to seduction by Paris society, determined to have done with the
regime's hidden enemies. An over-zealous Minister of War made use of
a detestable means to purge the army: he had files prepared on all array
officers by certain of their colleagues and encouraged tale-bearing. From
this there resulted a deep split in the French army, promotion governed
by political and not by military considerations, and a dangerous uneasi-
ness which would finally be Jiealed in 1914. by the terrible jeopardy in
which the country found itself. These long-range consequences of The